
 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD AGENDA ITEM No. 8

11 SEPTEMBER  2017 PUBLIC REPORT

Report of: Dr. Liz Robin, Director of Public Health  
Cabinet Member(s) responsible: Councillor Diane Lamb, Cabinet Member for Public Health 

Contact Officer(s): Katie Johnson, Specialty Registrar in Public Health 01223 699 266

PETERBOROUGH PHARMACEUTICAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
FROM: Director of Public Health Deadline date: 

     It is recommended that the Health and Wellbeing Board:

1) Delegates authority to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, in discussion with the Director of Public 
Health, for approval of a draft pharmaceutical needs assessment being published for public 
consultation. 

1. ORIGIN OF REPORT

1.1 This report is submitted to the Health and Wellbeing Board in light of the statutory requirement 
for the Health and Wellbeing Board to complete a pharmaceutical needs assessment (PNA) every 
three years.   

2. PURPOSE AND REASON FOR REPORT

2.1 The purpose of this report is to:

(a) Provide the Health and Wellbeing Board with a summary of the statutory requirements 
for the Board to complete a PNA every three years, and current progress of the production 
of the Peterborough PNA 2018. 

(b) Recommend that the Board delegates authority to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, in 
discussion with the Director of Public Health, for approval of a draft PNA report being 
published for public consultation. 

2.2 This report is for the Health and Wellbeing Board to consider under its Terms of Reference No. 
2.8.3.2

To develop a shared understanding of the needs of the community through developing and 
keeping under review the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment and to use this intelligence to refresh 
the Health and Wellbeing Strategy. 

3. TIMESCALES 

Is this a Major Policy 
Item/Statutory Plan?

NO If yes, date for 
Cabinet meeting 
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4. BACKGROUND AND KEY ISSUES

4.1 Background: 

4.1.1 Since 1 April 2015, every Health and Wellbeing Board in England has had a statutory 
responsibility to publish and keep up to date a statement of the needs for 
pharmaceutical services for the population in its area (the PNA).  In 2015, the 
Peterborough Health and Wellbeing Board published a PNA which describes the 
pharmaceutical needs for the population of Peterborough. The full report can be found 
here: https://www.peterborough.gov.uk/healthcare/public-health/pharmaceutical-needs-
assessment/. In order to meet the statutory requirements of publishing a revised PNA 
every three years, a revised PNA is due to be published in the spring of 2018. 

4.1.2 The PNA is used by NHS England when making decisions on applications to open new 
pharmacies and dispensing appliance contractor premises; or applications from current 
pharmaceutical providers to change their existing regulatory requirements.  Of note, 
decisions on whether to open new pharmacies are made by NHS England, not by the 
Health and Wellbeing Board. As these decisions may be appealed and challenged via 
the courts, it is important that PNAs comply with regulations and that mechanisms are 
established to keep the PNA up to date.

4.1.3 The PNA also informs decisions by local commissioning bodies including local 
authorities (public health services from community pharmacies), NHS England and 
Clinical Commissioning Groups on which NHS funded services are provided locally and 
where pharmacies may be able to deliver commissioned services (such as Stop 
Smoking and Sexual Health Services).  

4.2 Process: 

4.2.1 Using learning from the development of PNAs in Peterborough and Cambridgeshire in 
previous years, a multi-agency steering group has been set up to oversee the 
production of the Peterborough PNA 2018. The group includes representation from 
Peterborough City Council, the Clinical Commissioning Group, Healthwatch, the Local 
Medical Committee (a corresponding member), the Local Pharmaceutical Committee 
and NHS England.

4.2.2 In order to accurately describe the pharmaceutical needs in Peterborough, information 
from the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) and public health sources is being 
used to describe pharmaceutical provision throughout the county and local health needs 
that may be addressed through pharmaceutical services. All pharmacies and dispensing 
GP practices in Peterborough have been asked to complete a questionnaire describing 
their service provision.

4.2.3 This information is currently being used to produce a draft PNA report which will be 
published for formal public consultation, a statutory requirement of the legislation. The 
legal team in Peterborough City Council has been engaged to review the report to 
ensure it is compliant with the regulations.

 
4.3 Next steps 

 4.3.1    The draft PNA report will be published for a formal 60 day public consultation from mid-
October to mid-December 2017. Stakeholders and members of the public will be able to 
complete a questionnaire, on paper or on-line, in order to give their views on whether 
they agree with the contents of the draft PNA and whether it addresses issues that they 
consider relevant to the provision of pharmaceutical services. 

 4.3.2     Information from the public consultation will be used to review and amend the draft PNA 
report, and the final report will be brought back to the Health and Wellbeing Board in 
March 2018 for final approval before publication. 
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5. CONSULTATION

5.1 The draft PNA report will be published for a formal 60 day public consultation from mid-October 
to mid-December 2017 (see section 4.3 for more details). 

6. ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES OR IMPACT

6.1 The PNA will be used by NHS England when making decisions on applications to open new 
pharmacies and dispensing appliance contractor premises; or applications from current 
pharmaceutical providers to change their existing regulatory requirements. The PNA also 
informs decisions by local commissioning bodies on which NHS funded services are provided 
locally and where pharmacies may be able to deliver commissioned services (such as Stop 
Smoking and Sexual Health Services).  

7. REASON FOR THE RECOMMENDATION

7.1 It is recommended that the Board delegates authority to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, in 
discussion with the Director of Public Health, for approval of a draft PNA report being published 
for public consultation. This is so that the statutory public consultation can take place between 
October and December 2017, in order for the findings to be used to produce a final report for 
publication by March 2018. 

8. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

8.1 An alternative option would be for the draft report to be taken to the December 2017 Health and 
Wellbeing Board meeting. This would not leave enough time for a 60 day consultation and 
production of the final report before March 2018, which is when we are required to publish a 
revised PNA. 

9. IMPLICATIONS

Financial Implications

9.1 None. 

Legal Implications

9.2 The Health and Wellbeing Board has a statutory responsibility to publish and keep up to date a 
PNA for its area. The PNA is used by NHS England when making decisions on applications to 
open new pharmacies or make changes to their existing regulatory requirements. Any decisions 
made by NHS England based on the PNA may be appealed and challenged via the courts; it is 
therefore important that PNAs comply with regulations and that mechanisms are established to 
keep the PNA up to date.

The PNA is being produced by a multi-agency steering group on behalf of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board, and the specific legislative requirements, as described in the NHS 
(Pharmaceutical Services and Local Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations 2013, in relation to 
the development of PNAs were duly considered and adhered to. The PNA report will be 
reviewed by the Peterborough City Council legal team to ensure it is compliant with the 
regulations.

Equalities Implications

9.3 There are no equalities implications. The PNA will describe the number and distribution of 
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pharmaceutical service providers across Peterborough and identify any gaps. It will also consider 
the opening hours of services and access for people with disabilities. 

10. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS
Used to prepare this report, in accordance with the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

10.1  NHS (Pharmaceutical Services and Local Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations 2013 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/349/contents/made 

11. APPENDICES

11.1 None. 

200

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/349/contents/made

	8 Peterborough Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment

